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Cover: The image of the Crab Nebula, taken ]ag
NASA's Hubble Space Telescope, is a remnant
ofa supernova explosion in 1054 AD, when
Chinese and Japanese astronomers, and likely
Native Americans too, were startled ]ag the
appearance of a new star, so bright that it could
be seen in broad daylight for several weeks.

The orange filaments are the tattered remains of
the star and are mostly hydrogen. The neutron
star, embedded in the center, powers the
nebula’s eerie bluish glow that comes from
electrons whirling at nearly the speed of light.
The Crab Nebula derived its name from its
appearance ina drawing made 1)1) lrish
astronomer, Lord Rosse, in 1844, using a 36-inch

telescope.
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